
As part of its general rethinking of

America’s global strategy, the Bush

Administration initiated a reexamina-

tion of America’s nuclear doctrine that

has generated considerable controversy

with its focus on maintaining a reliance

on nuclear weapons and potentially

increasing willingness to use them. Here

a group of leading strategic analysts

examine the background to the reevalu-

ation, issues of implementation, and

potential implications internationally.
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“This sweeping yet very readable explanation of America’s nuclear transfor-
mation, emanating from the Nuclear Posture Review, is timely given the World
Order after the Cold War and 9/11 that requires new thinking into the 
practicalities of nuclear weapons. This compendium of expertise has no equal
and will readily find its utility on student reading lists and the shelves of 
practitioners, commentators and critics.”

––DR GLEN M. SEGELL, FRGS, Director Institute of Security Policy.

“The intense controversy generated by the Bush administration’s 2001 Nuclear
Posture Review had a short half-life.  Debate over the NPR’s key tenets and
merits quickly subsided as the policy community focused instead on the war
on terrorism.   But this is a debate we need.  Nuclear weapons did not disappear
along with the Cold War.  This simple fact raises an important question about
what U.S. nuclear posture–– including not just weapons but the associated mil-
itary and political strategies––best serves U.S. interests.  This volume surfaces
and explores many of the associated questions.  It highlights the path-break-
ing character of the NPR, without embracing it as a panacea or dismissing it
as a dangerous folly.  The result is a useful stimulus to renewed thinking about
the requirements of nuclear security.”

––BRAD ROBERTS, Institute for Defense Analyses

“This volume contains both sympathetic analyses and informed critques of the
Bush Administrations nuclear weapons policies. The authors pierce the fog
of confusion that has surrounded nuclear doctrine and shed important new
light on changes in U.S. strategic planning and its impact on other nations
around the globe.”

––SCOTT D.  SAGAN, Professor of Poltical Science, Stanford University
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